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Session Nine Overview

• Opening Prayer 

• Jay has sent out an anonymous survey link in email.  Please respond to 
this.  It helps Jay learn of  your experience of  this and improve future 
journeys like this.

• Mark 11-16   Act III of  Mark’s Gospel

a. Passion

b. Death

c. Resurrection

• For our last session on Tuesday, March 30, we will watch the film 
“Romero.”  Please join Zoom early so that we can start at 7:00 p.m.

• Closing Prayer



God takes 
what the 
enemy 

means for 
evil and 
turns it 

for good, 
for life

• The cross is front and 
center in Mark’s 
Gospel.

• We often think that 
the Reign of God 
comes about through 
our power and doing.

• Rather, it only comes 
through God’s power.

• This week, I invite you 
to pray with a passage 
that we have covered. 

• It is in the cross that 
we find the answers 
to our deepest 
questions.

• Let us pray…



Mark 14:43-52    The Betrayal & Arrest of  Jesus
43 Then, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of  the Twelve, arrived, accompanied by a 

crowd with swords and clubs who had come from the chief  priests, the scribes, and the 

elders. 44 His betrayer had arranged a signal with them, saying, "The man I shall kiss is the 

one; arrest him and lead him away securely." 45 He came and immediately went over to him 

and said, "Rabbi." And he kissed him. 46 At this they laid hands on him and arrested him. 47

One of  the bystanders drew his sword, struck the high priest's servant, and cut off  his ear. 
48 Jesus said to them in reply, "Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and 

clubs, to seize me? 49 Day after day I was with you teaching in the temple area, yet you did 

not arrest me; but that the scriptures may be fulfilled." 50 And they all left him and fled. 51

Now a young man followed him wearing nothing but a linen cloth about his body. They 

seized him, 52 but he left the cloth behind and ran off  naked.

• What strikes you about this?

• What do you make of  the young man wearing nothing but a linen cloth who runs off  naked?

• He will show up again at the empty tomb.



Mark 15:22-32   The Crucifixion of  Jesus

22 They brought him to the place of  Golgotha (which is translated Place of  the Skull). 
23 They gave him wine drugged with myrrh, but he did not take it. 24 Then they 

crucified him and divided his garments by casting lots for them to see what each 

should take. 25 It was nine o'clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26 The 

inscription of  the charge against him read, "The King of  the Jews." 27 With him they 

crucified two revolutionaries, one on his right and one on his left. 28 29 Those passing 

by reviled him, shaking their heads and saying, "Aha! You who would destroy the 

temple and rebuild it in three days, 30 save yourself  by coming down from the cross." 31

Likewise the chief  priests, with the scribes, mocked him among themselves and said, 

"He saved others; he cannot save himself. 32 Let the Messiah, the King of  Israel, come 

down now from the cross that we may see and believe." Those who were crucified 

with him also kept abusing him. 

• What strikes you?

• Psalm 22, a psalm of  lament, is played out in various ways in the crucifixion.

• A psalm of  lament is ultimately a psalm of  praise, asking God to be true to God’s promises.



Mark 15:22-32   The Crucifixion & Death of  Jesus

33 At noon darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34 And at 

three o'clock Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" which is 

translated, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 35 Some of  the bystanders 

who heard it said, "Look, he is calling Elijah." 36 One of  them ran, soaked a sponge 

with wine, put it on a reed, and gave it to him to drink, saying, "Wait, let us see if  

Elijah comes to take him down." 37 Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 38 The 

veil of  the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom. 39 When the centurion who 

stood facing him saw how he breathed his last he said, "Truly this man was the Son of  

God!”

• What strikes you?

• When is Jesus most fully the Messiah? How do we know this? When did we hear this title 
last? In Mark 1:1, “The beginning of  the Gospel of  Jesus Christ the Son of  God.”

• Psalm 22 continues to play out here.  What is Jesus doing when he cries out? Is he sinning? 
Losing faith? Or, being a good Jew praying Psalm 22?

• Let us pray with the crucifixion now.  Please close your eyes.

• Let’s go into small groups.



Mark 15:40-47   The Burial of  Jesus

40 There were also women looking on from a distance. Among them were Mary 

Magdalene, Mary the mother of  the younger James and of  Joses, and Salome. 41 These 

women had followed him when he was in Galilee and ministered to him. There were 

also many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem. 42 When it was 

already evening, since it was the day of  preparation, the day before the sabbath, 43

Joseph of  Arimathea, a distinguished member of  the council, who was himself  

awaiting the kingdom of  God, came and courageously went to Pilate and asked for the 

body of  Jesus. 44 Pilate was amazed that he was already dead. He summoned the 

centurion and asked him if  Jesus had already died. 45 And when he learned of  it from 

the centurion, he gave the body to Joseph. 46 Having bought a linen cloth, he took him 

down, wrapped him in the linen cloth and laid him in a tomb that had been hewn out 

of  the rock. Then he rolled a stone against the entrance to the tomb. 47 Mary 

Magdalene and Mary the mother of  Joses watched where he was laid.

• What strikes you?

• What are the disciples of  Jesus experiencing at this time?

• How do we often internalize deep trauma like this? How is cause and effect present here?



Mark 16:1-8  The Empty Tomb

1 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother of  James, and 

Salome bought spices so that they might go and anoint him. 2 Very early when the sun 

had risen, on the first day of  the week, they came to the tomb. 3 They were saying to 

one another, "Who will roll back the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?" 4

When they looked up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back; it was very large. 5

On entering the tomb they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a 

white robe, and they were utterly amazed. 6 He said to them, "Do not be amazed! You 

seek Jesus of  Nazareth, the crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Behold the 

place where they laid him. 7 But go and tell his disciples and Peter, 'He is going before 

you to Galilee; there you will see him, as he told you.'" 8 Then they went out and fled 

from the tomb, seized with trembling and bewilderment. They said nothing to anyone, 

for they were afraid.

• What strikes you?

• Have we seen this young man clothed in a white robe before?

• What does it mean, “He is going before you to Galilee?”

• Let’s pray with this.  Please close your eyes....then into small groups.


